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Dear Parent/Carer                                                                   Monday 5th September 

 

The children have settled back into the routines of school and I would like to thank 

you for continuing to support our Uniform Policy. The children have all been very 

well turned out and have been eager to work with their teachers. 

 

Following on from the text alert on the 26th August we would like to invite you this 

Friday (9th September) to drop into your child’s class between 11.15am and 12pm 

to meet their teacher and see what learning and teaching looks like for your child 

this year. Please note this is not the forum to discuss your child’s progress. 

 

A child’s learning can be hugely enhanced if parents/carers are involved from the 

start therefore in partnership with Barnardo’s we will have a stall in the lower 

shared area to capture some of the things that parents may be keen to become 

involved in or require help with in terms of their child’s learning and well-being. 

 

The new website and school handbook are almost ready to share but in the interim I 

hope the following information will be of help. We also have a twitter page you can 

follow at @stfrancisps where we share snap shots of the life and ethos of the school. 

 

Staffing 

This year sees our biggest change in staff for some time. Miss Rowlinson took 

retirement after 43 years, she has taught many families over the decades and will 

be greatly missed. She was very keen to bow out quietly and we wish her well in 

this new chapter of her life. 

Ms McArthur has taken up a seconded post for 1 year as an outreach worker for 

children of the armed forces and Ms Wardrobe who was on loan to us took up a 

permanent post in another school in the city. We wish them both all the best with 

their new challenges. 

Miss Murray (P6/7), Miss Hennessy (P5) and Miss Tomas (P1) are new to St. 

Francis’ and I’m sure you will join me in welcoming them to our school family. 
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House Captains 

We are delighted to announce our House Captains for the year ahead; David 

McEwan (Jewel), Marian Sosseh (Hawkhill), Lauryn Paton (Huntershall) and Jay 

Porteous (Jubilee). All candidates who applied gave a very good presentation and 

interview but our final candidates were outstanding and we look forward to seeing 

how they lead their house families in the session ahead. Vice Captains will be 

appointed this week in consultation with the House Captains. 

 

General Procedures 

If you have any concerns please make an appointment to speak with the class 

teacher in the first instance. The office staff will do this for you and will also pass 

on any messages you may have. It would be helpful if staff were not approached in 

the lines as we are keen to settle the children down to learning and teaching as 

quickly as possible. This term we have also had a number of requests for absence 

for holidays, this can only be granted under exceptional circumstances. Absence 

from school has a huge impact on a child’s learning and teaching and any cases 

of unauthorised holidays will be passed on to the Education Welfare Officer. 

 

Class Newsletters 

Class teachers will issue class newsletter with dates particular to their class and 

share the planned learning for the term but please find further school dates below. 

 

Main Calendar Events 

 Friday 9th September – Meet the teacher 11.15am – 12pm 

 Wednesday 5th & Friday 7th October Parent Consultations 

 Friday 14th October – End of term 

 Tuesday 25th October – Children return to school 

 Thursday 8th December – Flu Immunisation 

 Thursday 22nd December – End of term 

 Tuesday 10th January – Children return 

 Tuesday 22nd  & 24th March – Parent consultations 

 Friday 31st March – End of term 

 Tuesday 18th April – All return 

 Tuesday 6th June -  Sports Day 

 20th – 22 June – P7 Transition days 

 Tuesday 27th  June -   P7 Graduation 

 

Yours sincerely 

Margot MacAlister 


