
Curriculum for Excellence – Bringing learning to life and life to learning 

 
Curriculum for Excellence aims to achieve a transformation in education in Scotland by 

providing a coherent, more flexible and enriched curriculum from 3 – 18. It allows us to 

prepare our children to respond to a fast changing world. To give them transferable skills and 

future proof them. We strive to teach them how to learn; to investigate, analyse and 

collaborate. 

 

Our curriculum is designed on the basis of the following set of key design principles: 

Challenge and Enjoyment 

Children should find their learning challenging, engaging and motivating. The curriculum 

should encourage high aspirations and ambitions for all. 

 

Breadth 

All children should have opportunities for a broad, suitable weighted range of experiences. 

The curriculum should be organised so that they will learn and develop through a variety of 

contexts within the classroom and on other aspects of school life. 

 

Progression 

Children should experience continuous progression in their learning from 3 – 18 within a 

single curriculum framework. Each stage should build upon earlier knowledge and 

achievements. 

 

Depth 

There should be opportunities for children to develop their full capacity for different types of 

thinking and learning. As they progress, they should develop and apply increasingly 

intellectual rigour, drawing different strands of learning together. 

 

Personalisation & Choice 

The curriculum should respond to individual needs and support particular aptitudes and 

talents. It should give each child increasing opportunities for exercising responsible personal 

choices as they move through their school career. 



Coherence 

Taken as a whole, children’s learning activities should combine to form a coherent experience. 

There should be clear links between the different aspects of children’s learning. 

 

Relevance 

Children should understand the purposes of their activities. They should see the value of what 

they are learning and its relevance to their lives, present and future. 

 

The experiences and outcomes of this curriculum framework are written at five levels. Some 

children and young people will start learning at these levels earlier and others later, 

depending upon individual needs and aptitudes. 

 

Early The pre-school years and P1 or later for some. 

First To the end of P4, but earlier or later for some. 

Second To the end of P7, but earlier or later for some. 

Third and Fourth S1-S3, but earlier for some. The fourth level broadly equates to 

Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework level 4. The 

experiences and outcomes of the fourth level are intended to provide 

possibilities for choice and young people’s programmes will not 

include all of the fourth level outcomes. 

Senior S4 to S6, and college or other means of study. 

 

The curriculum includes all of the experiences which are planned for children and young 

people through their education, wherever they are being educated. Teachers will share 

information to plan a child’s ‘learning journey’, helping their progression from nursery to 

primary, across primary stages, primary to secondary and beyond, ensuring children continue 

to work at a pace they can cope with and with challenge they can thrive on. 

 

Curriculum for Excellence balances the importance of Knowledge and Skills across the eight 

curricular areas of Literacy & English, Numeracy & Mathematics, Health & Wellbeing, Social 

Studies, Sciences, Technologies, Expressive Arts and Religious Education (Religious & Moral 

Education in Non-Denominational Schools) 

 



Each teacher, including specialists will be responsible for literacy and numeracy, the language 

and number skills that unlock other subjects and are vital to everyday life. 

 

The way in which these areas are taught strives to bring real life into the classroom, making 

learning relevant and helps children apply lessons to their life beyond the classroom. Learning 

and Teaching methodologies develop skills so that children can think for themselves, make 

sound judgements, challenge, enquire and find solutions. Interdisciplinary Learning links 

knowledge in one subject area to another, helping children to understand the world and make 

connections.  

 

Ultimately, Curriculum for Excellence aims to improve our children’s life chances, to nurture 

successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens, 

building on Scotland’s reputation for great education. 

 

In enrolling a child at this school a parent accepts that a child will receive the curriculum 

offered, which meets national guidelines. This means that with very limited exception 

(religious observance & sex education programmes), children cannot be withdrawn from 

particular subjects or parts of the curriculum. 

 


